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RECREATION COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
JANUARY 15, 2026, 7:30PM
GARABRANT CENTER, 4 WILSON STREET

In Attendance: Tim McChesney, Ned Panfile, Kevin Lanahan, Pat McChesney
Minutes from previous meetings were approved. 
DISCUSSION ITEMS
a. Communications
i. Aubrey attended the annual Council Reorganization meeting on January 7th. Two council members were sworn in as well as the mayor. Council Recreation and Parks Committee appointments were made as follows: Matt Bruin (Chair), Marilyn Althoff, Neil Sullivan. 
ii. 3 Recreation Committee members were also reappointed: Rob D’Urso, Dianne Ackerman, Kevin Lanahan.
iii. 68 Dean Road was the winner of the annual Holiday Home Decorating Contest. They will be attending the January 21st council meeting to receive their prize of a $50 gift certificate to Sapori D’Italia. 
b. Summer Day Camp 2026
i. Application window for the Mendham Day Camp opened on January 1, 2026. Previous counselors were notified that they need to reapply each year, and notifications about the application cycle opening was posted on the Borough’s Employment Opportunities tab and social media.
ii. Day Camp Directors are all returning as of now. The Assistant Camp Director informed us that she may be taking another opportunity over the summer. As such, her job has been posted as open online to gather other candidates.
c. Recreation Booklet 2026
i. The 2026 Recreation and Information Booklet is currently being updated with updated 2026 event schedules, sports teams, and group organizations in the Borough. The Borough also placed 3 advertisements in the annual Town Planner calendar for the opening of camp registration in April, Mendham Fest in October, and the Holly Trail in December. 
d. Local Recreation Improvement Grant
i. The 2025 grant project is currently being reviewed by the NJ Conservation Foundation. The goal is for a summer installation of the playground equipment.
ii. The 2026 grant application cycle is currently open. The Borough is currently working with the town engineer and grant writers to create phase 1 of a project to revamp the basketball courts at Borough Park. The grant application is due in February. 
e. Field Scheduling
i. Field scheduling emails were sent to Chester/Mendham baseball/softball, Chester/Mendham lacrosse, Mountainview Middle School, West Morris Soccer Club, Twin Boro Bears, Mendham Field Hockey, etc. 
ii. New to field scheduling in 2026, the bathrooms at the Carriage House and Botti Pavilion have been changed to electronic locks. Instead of giving out keys, each sports team will receive a unique 4-digit code to unlock the bathrooms at each field. These passcodes can be activated and deactivated through an app, and will be set to expire after each sports season ends. This allows for easier access for recreational teams in the Borough and allows the Recreation Department to keep track of accessibility of the bathrooms. 
1. It was suggested that the Recreation Department considers initiating a fee or deposit system for when bathrooms are left in need of repairs and/or dirty.
ADJOURNMENT
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Recreation Committee is February 19th.
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